
. 

Chris & Carol Kilroy sponsored a Musical Garden 
Party in aid of President Alan Rainsleyôs charity ï 
Macmillan Cancer Support.  
100 people attended and enjoyed Pimms & Cham-
pagne in a marquee to the music of a quartet from 
Bedford Modern School. There was a raffle and auc-
tion with two people winning a prize to dine on the 
cruise liner Crystal Symphony (donated by Don Gil-
lett) 
Drinks were served on the front terrace and lawns. 
The evening came to an abrupt end at 8:30 pm when 
the automatic sprinklers switched on and forty people 
were caught in their direct line. Chris had forgotten to 
switch them off!!! 
A very enjoyable event that raised £4,600 

Garden Party  

President Leighôs year 

started in a manner appropri-

ate to his óaction manô per-

sona, with a presentation 

from our very own Peter 

Blenkinsop  (July 7th). With 

the aid of a power point pro-

jector over which (unusually 

for our speakers) he had 

masterly control, Peter gave 

a  talk which reminded me of 

the famous picture by John 

Everett Millais in which an 

old sea dog regales the 

young Raleigh with tales of 

derring-do. Peterôs adven-

tures in the South China 

Seas were as thrilling as 

those of any Elizabethan 

privateer, and were de-

scribed in a typically laid-

back manner, seemingly at 

odds with the degree of 

danger from pirates, high 

seas, scurvy and the risk of 

running out of claret, to 

which he exposed himself 

on his perilous voyage  

Petr B writes:- 

I thought the South China 

Sea would be a tiger ï it 

certainly has that reputation 

with a mixture of violent 

storms or typhoons and the 

odd pirate or two thrown in. 

What we actually experi-

enced was a very different 

one ï more of a pussy cat. 

Yes the wind did blow but no 

typhoons ïwe had to motorsail 

a lot of the way  

The boat was brand new and 
we had a lot of major teething 
problems but we had a great 
time on a luxurious yacht with 
great company. Sailing 
through the Philipines was a 
stark contrast between beauti-
ful scenery and the basic pov-
erty of the people who were 
eking their living from the sea 
in what seemed and probably 
were the frailest of craft. 
 
The fishing was good as we 
travelled along trailing a line 
behind mainly tuna and very 
tasty. I was very lucky to have 
had such a trip 
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South China Seas  

Malawi Orphanage Fund: 

A cheque in the sum of £2,000 

was presented to the Fund  to 

supply scientific equipment 

  

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing away of Jane Monks 
on  31st October 2009. She will be sorely missed by all those who knew her.  


